HSCI 615 HIT and Quantitative Decision-Making
Current Events Instructions

	The objective of the course is to explore health information technology and quantitative decision-making and their impact on the delivery of health care services.  It is important to be current about new and on-going discussion of how sectors of the US healthcare systems are impacted by technology.  Engaging and keeping up-to-date with the shifting and changing world of health administration develops of pattern of leadership that will be important in the future.  
Each student will be responsible for posting, in a specific format, two (2) Current Event articles.  The lead person is responsible for moderating the discussion and answering or expanding on comments.  The lead person takes the role of instructor and relates the current event to the HIT chapters or the quantitative course content.  The lead person then manages the discussion and engages other students to expand their current knowledge of the topic. The lead must actively engage in a discussion with the responders to their post.  The goal is to engage in active conversations.  

Format for the posting of the Current Event:
· Student’s name
· Title of the current event; new story; article in a journal or newspaper; blog
· Full citation including URL of source
· Synopsis: Summary of what the subject of the Current Event is about and what are the major points of the story. Just tell the story, do not judge.
· Discussion: {Critical Thinking} Your evaluation of the subject of the Current Event and its importance to healthcare delivery in the US (or international if appropriate) or the importance to health administrators.  Do you think the Current Event was well documented and did the author/source present a good argument for the importance of the story?
· Questions for discussion:  At the end of the Current Event you are to ask the class one or two questions that are intended to encourage discussion.  

Timing (The rhythm of the assignment.)
· Link to post your Current Event opens Monday morning.
· If you are the “Lead”, you must post by Thursday evening.
· Classmates can begin post their comments as early as Monday evening, or as soon as the “Lead” has posted their Current Event.
· All discussion ends Sunday at 10pm.
	The role of the individual posting the Current Event is to engage classmates in the discussion. All other students must post a response to “at least” 3 of the posted articles and also then engage in a discussion with the individual who posted the Current Event.  Just posting an initial response and then not engaging in a discussion is minimum, and equal to a “B-”.  In Canvas you will only see “1” which is used as a placeholder.  The actual weighted percentage grade is calculated bases on comparative engagement scores from the class.

Resources to complete the assignment:
There are many free sources for current events.  The following are a few suggestions:
· www.chcf.org
· www.kff.org
· Professional journals
· Newsletter and blog posting from professional associations.
· The Wall Street Journal and other major newspaper

